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% man baby
baby(1) USER COMVANDS baby(1)
NAME
baby - create new process fromtwo parents
SYNCPSI S
baby -sex m| f [ -name nane |
DESCRI PTI ON
Baby is initiated when one par ent process pol |'s anot her
server process through a socket connection in the BSD ver-
sion or through pipes in the System V inplenentation. Baby
runs at low wpriority for approximately forty weeks and then
termnates with a heavy system | oad. Most syst ens require
const ant nmoni t ori ng when baby reaches its final stages of
executi on.
Oder inplentations of baby did not require both initiating
processes to be present at the tinme of conpletion. In those
versions the initiating process which was not pr esent was
awakened and notified of the results upon conpletion. It
has since been determned that the presence of bot h par ent
processes result in a generally Ilower system load at conple-
tion, and thus <current versions of baby expect bot h par ent

processes to be active during the final stages.

Successful conpletion of baby results in t he creation and
nam ng of a new process. Parent processes then broadcast
messages to all other processes, local and renpte, informng

t hem of their new status.

OPTI ONS
-sex define the gender of the created process

- name
assign the nane nane to the new process

EXAMPLES
baby -sex f -nane Jacqueline
Conpl eted successfully on July 9, 1992 at 9:11pm
Jacqueline's vital statistics: 8 pounds 3 oz, 20
inches, long dark hair. The parent process, Km

Dunbar, is reportedly doing fine.

SEE ALSO
cigar(6), dunp(5), cry(3).

BUGS
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Despite its conplexity, baby only knows one signal, SIGCHLD,
(or SIGCLD in the System V inplenentation), whhich it wuses to

contact the parent processes. One or both parent processes
must then inspect the baby process to determne the cause of
the signal.

Sun Release 4.1 Last change: July 6, 1991 1
baby(1) USER COMVANDS baby(1)
The sleep command may not work as expected on either par ent

process for sone time afterward, as each new instance of

baby sends intermttent signal s to t he par ent processes

whi ch nmust be handl ed by the parents i nmmedi ately.

A baby process wll frequently dunp core, requiring ei t her
or both parent processes to clean up after it.

Despite the reans of available docunentation on invoking and
mai nt ai ni ng baby, nobst parent processes are overwhel ned.

AUTHORS
From a man page by Joe Beck,
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