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Configuring the nano text editor

nano is a small, free and friendly editor which aims to replace Pico, the default editor
included in the non-free Pine package. Rather than just copying Pico's look and feel, nano
also implements some missing (or disabled by default) features in Pico, such as "search and
replace" and "goto line number".

Lets go ahead and configure it.

($:~)=> nano -w ~/.nanorc

# Use auto-indentation
set autoi ndent

# Backup files to fil ename~
set backup

# Use cut to end of line with "K by default
set cut

# Enable ~/.nano_history for saving and reading search/replace strings.
# set historyl og

# Don't convert files from DOS/ Mac for mat
set noconvert

# Don't follow syminks when witing files
# set nofoll ow

# Don't display the help lists at the bottomof the screen
# set nohel p

# Don't wap text at all
set nowr ap

# Use smooth scrolling as the default
set snooth

# Use this spelling checker instead of the internal one. This option
# does not properly have a default val ue.
set speller "aspell -c"

# Al ow nano to be suspended with ~Z
# set suspend

# Use this tab size instead of the default; it nust be greater than 0
# set tabsize 8

Save automatically on exit, don't pronpt
set tenpfile

#*

# Enable ~/.nano_history for saving and reading search/replace strings.
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# set

# Disallow file nodification

# set

hi st oryl og

Vi ew

#Col or Syntax Highlighting
syntax "c-file" "\.(c|h)$"

col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or

syntax "HTM."

col or
col or

syntax " TeX"

red "\"

green "\"

brightyellow "\"

bri ghtcyan ""#(

brightyellow "" ""(
brightyellow star

brightblue "//.*"

t

why would you

A D

= (VTN

brightblue start="/\*" end="\*/"

“\.htm $"

bl ue start=
red "&";

"\.tex$"

]*.u

brightblue "(\$([[:al pha:]_]|->)*)"
brightgreen "((\$(([[:alpha:]_0-9])+\->)+)[[:alpha:]_0-9]1+\ ()"
yellow " (if|else if|else|lreturn|case|break)"

want

)*8

this

in an rc file?

2

)*(define|linclude|ifn?def|endif|elif|else|lif)"

I

end=""~(\\ .| [M"])*""

brightwhite "[[:space:]]+debug|[[:space:]]+echo|\ $t hi s\ ->debug"

color green "\\.|\\[A-Za-z]*"
color magenta "[{}]"

color blue "%*"

syntax "nmutt"

color green "> *"

syntax "php" ".*/*.php$"

color brightwhite "\{|\}|\."
color red "('[~]*")"

color red "\"[A\"]*\""

col or

col or

col or

color yellow "\|\||\?2[ |\ &&]=];|\(|\)"
color red "fal se|true"

col or

color cyan "//.*"

color cyan start="/\*" end="\*/"

syntax "groff"

col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or

"\. ms$"
cyan "M\ .ds [~ ]*"
cyan "\.nr [~ ]*"
bri ght ragenta "\\."
bri ght magenta "\\f.
bri ght ragent a
bri ght ragent a
cyan "(\\[\\\\)n. "

"\t AL

me$" "\.tnmac$"

AL
"\\'s(\+[\-)?[0-9]"

cyan "(\\V VW)V (LT
cyan start="(\\|\\\\)n\[" end="]"

bri ghtgreen ""\.
yel low "M AV *g"

green "(\\VAVV)Ax "
green "(\\V ANV (LT

*[/\ ]*"

"Atmac. "

".rof"
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color green start="(\\[\\\\)\*\[" end="]"
color brightred "\\\(.."

color brightred start="\\\[" end="]"

col or brightcyan "\\\\\$[1-9]"

syntax "perl" "\.p[lm$"
color red

di r| nod| op| own| root) |l ose(dir) ?] onnect|os|rypt)|d(bnm(cl ose|open)|efined|elete|ie|o
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col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or

magenta "\"

cyan start="[$@4" end="( |\\W-)"
yellow "".*"|qq\|.*\|"

white "[sm/.*/"

white start="(~use| = new)" end=";"
green "#. *"

yell ow start="<< ' STOP'" end="STOP"

syntax "Java source" "\.java$"

col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or
col or

green "\"
red "\"

cyan "\"

red ""[A"]*"
yellow ""
blue "//.*"

blue start="/\*" end="\*/"
brightblue start="/\*\*" end="\*/"

bri ghtgreen, brightgreen " ] +$"

syntax "nanorc" "[\.]*nanorc$"

col or
col or

white " *(set|unset).*$"
cyan "M *(set|unset)

write)|shutdown| sin| sl eep|socket(pair)?| sort|spli(ce|lt)|sprintf|sqrt|srand|stat]|st
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color brightwhite "~ *syntax [" ]*"

color brightblue "~ *set\>" "~ *unset\>" "~ *syntax\>"

color white "~ *color\> *"

color yellow "~ *col or
(bright)?(white|black]|red| bl ue| green|yel |l ow nagent a| cyan)\ >"
col or magenta "~ *col or\>"

col or green ""#.*$"

syntax "bash" "\.sh$"

col or brightblack "#. *"

color brightyellow "\ (" "\)" "\ {" "\}"

color red "\"

color red "[\$\*\'"\ "\ [\=]"

color brightblue "\[.*\]"

color green "\™ MAMOMATOomATommompmomn oy
color green "\™ "MAMOmATOomATomymompmomymomymomy
color blue "\™ ™\ "y o mymomynompmo e
color blue "\™ "\ "ymomyro oy

color brightwhite "\ .*"

And thats it. You may want to read the /usr/share/doc/nano/nanorc.sample file for any other
options you may want or change the color highlighting a bit.current rating:
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